The time interval between primary colorectal carcinoma resection to occurrence of liver metastases is the most important factor for hepatic resection. Analysis of total course following primary resection of colorectal cancer.
The lack of any other effective treatment for colorectal liver metastases makes hepatic resection a primary treatment consideration. Between January 1980 and December 1996, 36 patients with metachronous liver metastases who underwent hepatic resection were reviewed. The age, sex, site of primary lesion, stage, size and number of hepatic metastases, and time interval between primary colorectal carcinoma resection to occurrence of liver metastases (disease-free interval, DFI) were documented. DFI was 569 days on average. Complete removal of primary colorectal cancer and metastatic liver tumour with histologically negative resection margins was accomplished in all cases. The 5 year survival rate following the first operation for primary colorectal cancer was 43.1%. The length of DFI influenced, independently, patients' prognoses based upon not only univariate but also multivariate survival analysis (P<0.01). We conclude that the DFI is the independent prognostic factor for metachronous liver metastases after curative resection of primary tumour.